[1:4 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


What is the law as to writing two or three words of a verse of 
Scripture [in a letter]? [Generally, to do so one must incise a line for 
that purpose. Is it necessary to observe the same restrictions in a 
letter? ] 


Mar Uqba sent a letter to the exilarch, who would lie down to sleep 
and get up in the morning to the sound of singing [in his palace]: 
“Rejoice not, O Israel! Exult not like the peoples; [for you have played 
the harlot, forsaking your God. You have loved a harlot’s hire upon all 
threshing floors]” (Hos. 9:1). [The verse was cited with slight changes, 
so that it was not written in the letter precisely as it is written in 
Scripture. ] 


R. Aha wrote, “The memory of the righteous is a blessing, [but the 
name of the wicked will rot]” (Prov. 10:7). [This verse was written 
precisely as it appears in Scripture, for Aha differs from Mar Uqba’s 
view. | 


R. Zeirah wrote, “Thus Joash the king did not remember [the kindness 
which Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, had shown him, but killed his 
son]” (2 Chron. 24:22). 


[E] R. Jeremiah sent a letter to R. Yudan the Patriarch: “To hate those 
who love you and love those who hate you” (2 Sam. 19:6). 
[Scripture reverses these clauses, “To love those who hate you and 
hate those who love you.” ] 


[F] R. Hiyya, R. Yosé, R. Immi were engaged in judging [the case 
of a woman named] Tamar. She went and complained against 
them to Antiputa [governor] of Caesarea. The [rabbis] sent 
and wrote [about it] to R. Abbahu [who lived in Caesarea]. 


[G] R. Abbahu sent and wrote to them, “We have already won over 
three advocates, Tob Yeled [Good child], Tob Lamed [Well 
learned], and Tarsus [known by their Greek equivalents as] 
Ebdocus, Eumusus, and Talassios. But Tamar [‘bitter’ ] is 
bitterness. She abides in her bitterness, and we tried to sweeten 
her [by a bribe] but ‘in vain has the smelter smelted’ (Jer. 6:29) 
[for gold could not buy her].” 


[H] R. Mana sent a letter to R. Hoshaiah b. R. Shimi: “‘ And 
though your beginning was small, your latter days will be very 
great’ (Job 8:7). But may your destiny be great.” 


